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SUB J : FORMAL SIGNING OF U.S. ROK BILATERAL FISHERIES AGREEMENT 
(GIFA) 

REF: (A) STATE 309422; (B) SEOUL 10100 

1 . DRAWING ON REF A OUTLINING USG RATIONALE FOR 
PREFERING WASHINGTON VENUE FOR SIGNING OF US/ROK 
BILATERAL FISHERY AGREEMENT (GIFA), EMBOFF DIS- 
CUSSED VENUE QUESTION FURTHER WITH BAE BYUNG-SEUNG, 
TREATIES DIVISION, ROKG MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(MOFA). BAE EXPLAINED THAT, BECAUSE OF IMPORTANCE 

OF GIFA TO ROKG, MOFA HAD WANTED TO HAVE SIGNING 
CEREMONY IN SEOUL AND HAD ASSUMED FROM PREVIOUS 
EXPERIENCE, E.G., RECENT SIGNING OF TAX CONVENTION 
HERE, THAT THERE WERE NO TECHNICAL REASONS WHY THIS 
COULD NOT BE DONE. HOWEVER, AFTER BEING CONVINCED 
BY EMBOFF THAT TO DO SO WOULD, IN FACT, RESULT IN 
CONSIDERABLE DELAY, BAE RESPONDED THAT HE WAS 
CERTAIN MOFA WOULD AGREE TO WASHINGTON VENUE IN 
INTEREST OF EXPEDITING THE PROCEEDINGS. 
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2. COMPLICATION NOW IS THAT MOFA, HAVING RECEIVED 
CABLE YESTERDAY FROM ROK EMBASSY INDICATING DEPART- 
MENT'S PREFERENCE FOR WASHINGTON VENUE, SENT CABLE 
LATE YESTERDAY TO ROK EMBASSY INSTRUCTING IT TO 
INDICATE THAT ROKG STILL PREFERS SEOUL VENUE. 

THIS CABLE WAS SENT BEFORE MOFA WAS REALLY CON- 
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VINCED THAT INSISTENCE ON SEOUL VENUE WOULD CLEARLY 
DELAY PROCEEDINGS. BAE SAID HE WOULD NOW NEED 
RESPONSE TO THAT CABLE BEFORE TAKING THIS MATTER 
TO HIGHER LEVELS WITHIN MOFA FOR DECISION. 

3. IF DEPARTMENT CAN ASSURE THAT ROK EMBASSY 
RESPONDS TO CABLE DESCRIBED PARA 2 ABOVE WITH 
REITERATION OF DEPARTMENT'S RATIONALE FOR PRE- 
FERING WASHINGTON VENUE. STRESSING DELAY THAT 
SEOUL VENUE WOULD ENTAIL, IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE 

TO GET QUESTION OF VENUE RESOLVED STATISFACTORILY. 

4. AS CONCERNS SUGGESTION FOR AVOIDING ANY DELAY 
THAT MIGHT BE CAUSED BY FINAL PREPARATION OF KOREAN 
VERSION OF AGREEMENT, BAE SAID THAT MOFA CABLED ROK 
EMBASSY YESTERDAY GIVING APPROVAL TO MINOR REVISIONS 
SUGGESTED BY USG AND ADDING A FEW MINOR CORRECTIONS 
OF ERRORS IT HAD DISCOVERED. BAE WAS CONFIDENT 

THAT MESSAGE WOULD CLEAR THE WAY FOR FINAL PREPARATION 
OF THE KOREAN VERSION. 

SNEIDER 
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